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Ethical challenges of human space missions: constraints, rationale, and risks
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The subject of the lecture is to highlight the various types of ethical challenges that
characterize future human space missions. The starting point will be a reference to soft
constraints and hard constraints. Soft constraints are constraints that are surmountable, while
hard constraints appear as insurmountable challenges. In theory, hard constraints are time-
sensitive, since we can almost always assume in thinking about the future that sooner or later
developments in technology and science will solve problems today considered unsolvable. The
rationality and profitability of working to solve constraints should also depend on our rationale
for expansion into space. Therefore, the rationale for which we, as humanity, think about
expansion into space will also be analyzed in the lecture. These rationales will then be related
to the potential risks associated with space exploration. Finally, the final rationale for human
space exploration, which is the idea of saving the human species, will be considered. It is
usually assumed that an alternative habitat for humanity in the form of space settlement is
necessary to enhance our chances of survival as a species. But it is worth raising the question
of whether a way to save humanity through space expansion — assuming it would be successful

— is morally desirable.
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Ethical, bioethical, and ergonomics issues in future human space exploration
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Konrad Szocik received his MA and PhD in philosophy from Jagiellonian University in 2009
and 2013, respectively. He was assistant professor at the University of Information Technology
and Management in Rzeszow in Poland from 2014, he was a visiting fellow at the Yale
Interdisciplinary Center for Bioethics from 2021 to 2022, he is professor at the University of
Information Technology and Management in Rzeszow in Poland from 2024. He was a visiting
fellow at the Yale Interdisciplinary Center for Bioethics. His research interests include
philosophy, the ethics and bioethics of space exploration, human enhancement, feminism,
selected issues at the intersection of futures studies and technology, as well as climate change,
population ethics, procreative ethics, and the philosophy of antinatalism.

HE
Konrad Szocik: Feminist Bioethics in Space-Gender Inequality in Space Exploration-,
Oxford University Press, 2024.

https://global.oup.com/academic/product/feminist-bioethics-in-space-
9780197691045?q=konrad%20szocik&lang=en&cc=us

Konrad Szocik: The Bioethics of Space Exploration, Oxford University Press, 2023.
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/the-bioethics-of-space-exploration-
9780197628478?q=The%20Bioethics%200f%20Space%20Exploration&cc=us&lang=en

Konrad Szocik: New Approaches to the Scientific Study of Religions, Springer, 2023.
https://www.springer.com/series/15336

LR


https://global.oup.com/academic/product/feminist-bioethics-in-space-9780197691045?q=konrad%20szocik&lang=en&cc=us
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/feminist-bioethics-in-space-9780197691045?q=konrad%20szocik&lang=en&cc=us
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/the-bioethics-of-space-exploration-9780197628478?q=The%20Bioethics%20of%20Space%20Exploration&cc=us&lang=en
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/the-bioethics-of-space-exploration-9780197628478?q=The%20Bioethics%20of%20Space%20Exploration&cc=us&lang=en
https://www.springer.com/series/15336

